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Following lengthy debate, on Aug. 25 the Haitian Parliament finally voted to ratify Robert Malval as
the nation's new Prime Minister. Each of the two chambers was required to first approve Malval's
appointment, and then to give Malval a separate vote of confidence based on his proposed cabinet
appointments and policy declarations. Malval's administration will take office immediately.
Malval himself has said he plans to serve as Prime Minister no longer than four months. The
cabinet ministers appointed by Malval include: Defense - Ret. Gen. Jean Bliotte Interior - Ret.
Col. Rene Prosper Foreign - Claudette Werleigh Finance - Marie-Mihele Rey Trade and Industry
- Louis Dejoie II Information, Culture and Coordination - Herv Denis Planning and Foreign
Cooperation - Jean-Marie Chrestal Social Affairs - Bertony Berry Education, Youth and Sports Victor Benoit Public Works, Transportation and Communications - Rosemond Pradel Agriculture,
Rural Development and Natural Resources - Francois Sverin Justice - Guy Francoise Malary Public
Health - Jean Moliere Malval's ratification paved the way on Aug. 27 for the UN Security Council to
lift the oil embargo and other trade sanctions which had been imposed against the de facto military
regime that overthrow President Jean Bertrand Aristide in September of 1991. Under an agreement
signed with coup leader Lt. Gen. Raoul Cedras in New York in June, Aristide is scheduled to return
to Haiti as President on Oct. 30 of this year (see NotiSur 07/09/93 for details of the agreement.) The
trade sanctions caused widespread suffering throughout the country, encouraging Malval to appeal
to the Security Council to rush international aid to the island. Even before the sanctions, Haiti was
considered to be the poorest country in the Americas. According to some Haitian politicians and
representatives from international relief agencies, during the past 21 months more than 100,000
Haitians have lost their jobs, while thousands have died from malnutrition or from diseases which
have flourished in the absence of adequate food and medical supplies. Dr. Lincoln Chen, director of
Harvard University's Center for Population and Development Studies, led a team of experts to Haiti
during July and August to study the human costs of the sanctions, as well as the repression suffered
at the hands of the military regime. Chen's research revealed a sharp rise in acute malnutrition
among children and increased susceptibility to epidemics such as measles. Chen, who attributed the
deterioration of public health to the effects of the embargo, was harshly critical of the international
stance adopted in the face of the Haitian crisis. "The world community increased the political
pressure without taking responsibility for protecting Haiti's poor from the fallout," said Chen. With
the lifting of the sanctions and the first shipments of oil expected within days, attention has turned
to alleviating the suffering of the impoverished Haitian majority. Chamber of Deputies president
Dr. Antoine Joseph demanded that creditor nations cancel Haiti's foreign debt as reparation for
the suffering caused by the embargo. "The embargo was used as a means of pressure to return
Haiti to constitutional government," Joseph said. "No one imagined the dire consequences, and
now they have to be corrected." Despite the tremendous human costs, Aristide supported the
sanctions as a means to assure restoration of his elected government. Aristide and his top aides have
placed responsibility for the suffering which has resulted from the embargo on the military and
de facto government authorities. "If there hadn't been a coup d'etat, there wouldn't have been an
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embargo," said Renaud Bernardin, Aristide's former planning minister. (Sources: Agence FrancePresse, 08/18/93, 08/19/93, 08/23/93, 08/24/93; Spanish news service EFE, 08/19/93, 08/25/93; Notimex,
08/24/93, 08/26/93; Associated Press, 08/19/93, 08/23/93, 08/25/93, 08/26/93, 08/27/93)
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